
lf a race route ¡s successful year after
year,  why f ly the opposite direct ion and
have disasters? Pigeon f ly ing is supposed
to be fun for the f  lyers and not cruelty for
our beloved birds.

Yours in the sport,
Paul MartÍn.

Dear Harry,
In regards to your reaent comments in

the fancier on advance freight payment,  I
wholeheartedly agree with you. The ques-
t ion as to whether the pigeon sport  has
turned into a money orientated exercise is
of great concern to me. What has hap-
oened to the "gent leman's sport"  of  the
past? Are our beloved birds becoming toys
of the economical ly pr iv i leged?

There are current ly clubs operat ing
where the unestabl ished breeder hasn' t  a
chance against the professional f l iers,  who
sometímes register up to 300 birds in one
race season. Another issue which needs to
be addressed, as Harry has previously men-
t ioned, is that because of advance freight
cosls, newcomers to the sport, pensioners
and the unemployed may be discouraged
from racing. Including the federat ion fee,
club fee and advance payment for 22
racers, i t  a l l  seems a bi t  tough, especial ly
when you take into account the fact that
a new comer general ly loses most of his
birds in the f i rst  eight races.

A l i t t le whi le ago a fancier f  r iend of mine
to ld  me he was g iv ing  up  the  p igeon spor t
because it was too much worl< and costs
too much money. He said, " l t 's c leaner and
cheaper to go to the TAB and bet a few
bucks on a horse." I  think i t 's rather sad

that  the joy, once
brought,  has now

Personally, t beligv6ì
fore the large scale
over total ly.  ln my opin ion
fee should be scratch
cession made to those u
l i fe r ings should be one dol lai
vance f re igh t  cos ts  abo l i shed.  The

come by Austral ian fanciers. Steven is a
specialist in young bird racing wh ich is just
what we do most of here in Australia. Hav-
ing spent a lot  of  t ime with Steven in Bang-
kok and corresponding with him since that
wonderful  event convinced me that we
need this sort of writers that can back it
up with world class performances.

I  would l ike to thank Steve van Breeman
on behalf  of  the Austral ian fanciers for giv-
ing us the opportunity to get an insigfht of
his wonderful  successes.

John Koster,
Your lnternational ReDresentative.

THE ART OF BREEDING
PART ONE

By Steven van Breeman of Holversum,
Holland.

AN INTRODUCTION TO A NEW SCIENTIFIC WAY
OF BREEDING BETTER RACING PIGEONS
Joost de Jongg wrote an article in the

"NPO", describing in a concise way my
methods of breeding. This was after my vic-
tory in the NABvP Combine f  rom
Chateauroux. ln response the staff of NPO,
and myself, received several reactions to
this article. I was pleasantly surprised
when Jos van Zeeuw asked me to explain
my breeding methods in detail foryou.l'm
more than happy to grant him this request.

Before starting, however, I would like to
make it clear that the sport of pigeon rac-
ing is a "hobby" in which we try to find
some relief from our daily worríes and
responsibilities. There is no set of rules to
tell anyone how to go about this hobby.
Everyone should do what pleases him the
most. It doesn't seem correct that there be
laws to tell us how to get where we want
to go. Never should we impose our opin-
ions on someone else. lf you would like to
become a champion, however, you have to
give the hobby all you've got. For this rea-
son you should learn as much as you can
about the sport of racing of pigeons
whenever you have the opportunity. At the
same time everyone has the right to take
home with him whatever he considers to
be the best ideas.

My intention is not to make up a set of
rules but rather to provide you with some
guidelines. These guidelines were given to

me by the late Professor Alfons Ankerfrom
Haposvar, Hungary. lt was he who first got
me interested in his life's work: population
genetics, and subsequently is responsible
for these articles. I would be more honest
if we put his name, rather than mine, un-
cler every article. A second point I want to
bring across is concerning the termínolo-
gy of the different characteristics I have
made, and here I am thankful for the use
of certain passages from publications by
Piet van Weerd. Often they provided me
with thtat extra understanding into the es-
sence of certain characteristics.

Even more light was shed on these mat-
ters when I was actually holding some of
the prototypes Piet van Weerd had
gathered. lt's fair to conclude that Profes-
sor Anker's theories, cc)mbined with the
practical work done by Piet van Weerd,
supplemented by my own observations,
form the foundatíon of my breeding
methods.

Finally, it is my wish that all the pioneer-
ing done for the pi'geon sport by Prof.
Anker may put those fanciers on the road
to success who are interested in the genet-
ic approach to breeding techniques. This
would have given him great pleasure. lt was
always the wish of Prof . Anker that he solve
the "flying cross word puzzle" [this was his
way of describing a pigeon as well as the
title of his bookl. By way of these articles
I hope to add an extra dimension to his
labours. And to you readers, I wish you a
pleasant time solving the puzzles, and
studying.

I t  is my intentíon to arouse the readers
interest in genet ic breeding techniques by
way of this ser ies of art ic les. Many are
aware that my method is based on Prof. Al-
fons Anker's theory of population genetics.
To start  with let  us def ine the words popu-
lat ion genet ics. Populat ion genet ics is a
method of breeding which, by way of
r igorous select ion, fol lowed by the use of
rules according to which certain charac-
ter ist ics are transmit ted within the popu'
lat ion, t r ies to acquire a populat ion im-
proved in quality as well as quantity.

Example. Let 's assume we're deal ing
with a constant populat ion of 100, now as
wel l  as later ( in our case i t  would involve
a lof t  of  pigeons).  Next,  we wi l l  set a goal

be-

ad-

prof i teers and mob f l iers should Dav their
fair  share so that the hobby fancier ian en-
joy their  50 or so racing birds -  just l ikè
in the good old days.

Yours sincerely,
Rudi Witt.

Allow me to introduce Steven
van Breeman from Hilversum,

Holland.
We met Steven for the f i rst  t ime in Bano-

kok during the very successf ul  Asia/paci i -
ic 2nd Internat ional Conference. Steven
was endorsed as a very successful  fanci .
er and has talent to put his knowledge of
pigeon racing and breeding with greafsuc_
cess into words that could assist manv fan-
ciers around the world.

.  The Koerier,  Hol land's subscript ion type
pigeon video organisat ion, fel t  f i t  to ú¡ð¡t
Steven for the second t ime during Apri l  to
inc lude h im in  the i r  wonder fu l  ser ies  o f
v¡deo tapes. Hol land has some 52,000 fan-
ciers that are keen for information like that
of Steven van Breeman.

Steven haç sent us his f i rst  art ic le of a
series, "The'Art  of  Breedino".

H is  f i rs t  sec t ion ,  "An In tóduc t ion  to  a
New Scient i f ic Way of Breeding"Better
Racing Pigeons" wi l l  be made verv wel-

KgWffi ffiMffiffi ffi&ffiH
SUNDAY, 29th JUL.Y -  SOUTH GRAFTON
See your A.P.F. Associat ion

Delegates for Details
Kindly sponsored by Graham Hobbs

INCA FLIGHT PTY. LTD.



such as top.speed flyers, hut we could also
take fat birds or birds with red.coloured
heads. After a few ycars of breedlnç, fly-
ing, selection, you have discovcred what

my own theories with
wi l l  present you with ad rverston
of the same articles. I sayìù

is your best stock and you have also in our pigeon sport theretf*l$ifued forYou keep building aroùnd,thiÈ¡ fevision at certain t imes.you have reached your targel of.,l''të|i I

Before I  present you with my brbieedingPercentage wise you will now have more
good birds in your f lock of 100 than you

lonce more wi l l  lead you through
ðq,tgP!ìgf pqpu lat ion genoties. rl t

Being able to support s,  and
I now

it  again and again: we f i rst
famil iar with the elemen-

ted in termediare,  which means that  some
of  the character is t ics each parent  contr ib-
utes are evenly averaged out  in  the of f -
sp r i ng .  Th i s  i n te rmed ia r  t r ansm iss ion
doesn' t  d iv ide i tse l f  anymore in  the fo l low-
ing generat ions,  as is  the case wi th qual i ta-
t ive t ransmiss ion.  From generat ion to
generat ion the qual i ty  va lue of  these
character is t ics a lways is  the average of
what  both parents contr ibuted.

For  example:  100 90 = 95.  When we pai r
95 wi th 100 we' l l  get  97.5.  These are just
examp les .  I nb reed ing  i n  t h i s  case  doesn ' t
lead lo degenerat ion but ,  and th is  is  of  the
greatest importance, cross-breeding in this
group g ives a heterose ef fect .  The conse-
qunces  o f  t h i s  i n  t he  b reed ing  a re  as
fo l lows:

The character is t ics found in Grouo One
are  mos t  success fu l l y  improved  by
meaningfu l  cross combinat ions.  This can
be done by temporar i ly  br inging in  p igeons
who are sui table for  such crossings.  The
character is t ics found in Group Two gener-
a l ly  can' t  be improved by cross-breeding.
Since the character is t ics in  th is  group are
transmit ted in termediar ,  the only road is
r igorous select ion and wel l  p lanned pai r -
ings.  The h igher  both parents rate in  a l l
these character is t ics,  the h igher  the of f -
spr ing wi l l  ra te.  lmportant  here is  a very o ld
law:  pai r ing the best  wi th the best .

The re  i s  some th ing  e l se  we  shou ld  s t i l l
men t i on :  when  we  a re  pa i r i ng  p igeons  i t ' s
by  f a r  no t  enough  to  s imp ly  conc lude
which b i rd is  good and which one isn ' t .  We
should know WHY a p igeon is  rated good,
and what  i t 's  s t rong and weak points are.

O f ten  the  s t rong  po in t  i n  a  p igeon  i sn ' t
determined by i ts  v i ta l i ty ,  but  is  found in
i ts  keen inte l lect ,  or  s t rong character  (mor-
dan t ) .  I n  t h i s  case  we  shou ld  pa i r  i t  w i t h  a
par tner  who has p lenty of  v i ta l i ty .  But  th is
par tner  at  the same t ime should be com-
parable tö her  concerning h is  keen inte l lect
and strong character. lf this is not the case,
we  wou ld  end  up  w i th  an  improvemen t  i n
v i ta l i ty  but  a loss in  the other  two most  im-
Dortant  character is t ics.

What you have to do is evaluate separate
al l  the d i f ferent  character is t ics and adaot
your  breeding p lans whenever a cer ta in
character is t ic  appears to be t ransmit ted
excep t i ona l l y  we l l .

This f ar the theory; next we wil l pfecqiJê]
wi th a more pract ica l  explanat ion:  inbreed.
i ng  w i th  a  spec i f i c  pu rpose  i n  m ind .

To be continued.
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had in the or iginal  group. In the past I  cãre,
ful ly considered which routes I  should fol-
low that I  should be led to success, and I
did quite wel l .  l t  was at this t ime that I  f  i rst
came in contact with prof.  Anker.

When circumstances prevented me f rom
having my own pigeons, I  decided that as
soon as I  had the opportunity,  lwould start
anew and would do some extensive olan-
ning. What I  mean by this is that I  planned
to breed according to a str ict ly drawn con-
cept,  without al lowing any, or very few ex-
cept ions .  And th is  I  fe l t  shou ld  b r ing  me
success. At the same t ime prof.  Anker in-
vi ted me to spend the hol idays with him,
and I  was more than happy to accept.
Together with today's most famous ,'Fond-
matador", Ton Bollebakker and I stayed at
Prof .  Anker 's for qui te a whi le and both of
us learned a great deal.

After returning to Hol land I  worked my
notes into a system. I  was so sure I  was
go¡ng to be successful  (hal f  of  Hungary
was breeding according to.Prof.  Anker,s
theories),  I  conf ident ly re-wrote my notes
into a few art ic les. After the publ icat ion of
the f irst article I received a very enthusias-
t ic review by the late Arie v.d. Hock, author
of the "Big Pigeon Book".  In the second
article I was probably too over-conf ident in
predict ing that as soon as I  was ready for
cross-breeding an "Ace Pigeon", of excep-
t ional qual i ty,  would be born in my lof t .

I  wasn't  racing the products of my the-
ories, and a remark like that was very much
resented. As a result ,  the rest of  the art i -
c les were never publ ished. Too bad, f i rst-
ly,  because even now I regular ly receive
communicat ions from people who have
had good success using the basic ideas
found in that first article. And secondly, be-
cause a few years later I not only bred one,
but a number of "Ace Pigeons",  in fact
good enough to be mentioned in the world
pigeon press.

tary pr inciples. For moet fanclers this me-
ans some persistence in reading this duller
mater ial ,  al though I  have tr ied to put i t  be-
ïore you In common, everyday language.
I t ' s  imposs ib le  to  s imp ly  s imp l i f y  i t  any
more which means that we have to do
some s tudy ing ,  i f  we l i ke  i t  o r  no t .

This is the only way to get ahead in our
sport .  The people who's hobbies are keep-
ing Bantam chickens, canaries, or rabbits,
to mention only a few, also have to study
a great deal to get to the top of the ladder
in their  respect ive hobbies or sports.  The
same goes for the racing pigeon sport .  We
should not only look to standards, but
rather we should repeatedly study, one by
one, the di f ferent character ist ics which
have an inf luence on the f ly ing capabi l i t ies
of a pigeon. ì

When our chief goal is the breeding of
champion pigeons, what are the dist inct ive
character ist ics which should interest us
the most?
Group One: '1) Vi tal i ty.

2) Talent in certain weather.
3) Signs to come into form.

Group Two: 1) Mordant (character).
2 )  In te l lec t .
3) sPeeo'
4) Talent at  a certain distance.

Group One: The character ist ics vou f i -
ond in  th is  g roup are  in f luenced by  on ly  a
few genes. That rate of t fansmit t ing form
parent to off-spr ing is smal l .  They are the
f i rst  ones to react negat ively to inbreeding,
but when cross-bred they show def ini te
signs of improvement.  There is clear evi-
dence of the so-cal led heterzgous in this
way of breeding.

Group Two:  In  th is  g roup we f ind  the
character ist ics which are inf luenced by the
combined eforts of hundreds of genes. The
character ist ics,  in this case are transmit-

?

NOW AVAILABLE

ïhe Breeding and Racing
Recorder for the Austral ian

Homing Pigeon

This  i s  now an annua l  ledger  w i th  easy  to
fo l low ins t ruc t ions .  Covers  sec t ions  on :
I .  STOCK BIRD ENÏRY
2.  BREEDING RESULTS
3.  RACING RESULTS
4.  RACING RESULTS OLD AND INTRO.

DUCED BIRDS

A must  fo r  the  fanc ie r  who l i kes  to  keeo
simple and accurate records.

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR A
DEMONSTRATION AT YOUR NEXT

CLUB MEETING.  RING STEWART ON

(02) 77 4 sOTe
Between 6 and B p.m. Monday.Thursday


